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Division 29:  Law Reform Commission, $839 000 - 
Mrs D.J. Guise, Chairman. 

Mr J.A. McGinty, Attorney General. 

Dr J.M. WOOLLARD:  The budget for the Law Reform Commission is set out on page 491.  Is there money 
within the current budget for one of those recommendations related to the judicial review of administrative 
action in Western Australia and alternative dispute resolution?  What is happening in that area and what funding 
has been provided for next year? 

Mr J.A. McGINTY:  This year just gone is the thirtieth anniversary of the foundation of the Law Reform 
Commission of Western Australia.  The Law Reform Commission undertook to review all of its previous 
reports, including those referred to by the member - both the judicial review and the ADR recommendations.  
We gave a commitment to give priority to the implementation of those outstanding recommendations.  Many of 
them relate to things that are sometimes difficult to get political priority for but will represent significant 
improvements in the law, and we have been progressively working through those.  The State Administrative 
Tribunal has resulted from several Law Reform Commission recommendations and we will be legislating to give 
effect to that.  The largest single report in terms of the magnitude of its recommendations was the 1999 review of 
the civil and criminal justice system in Western Australia.  It made hundreds of recommendations for change. 

Dr J.M. WOOLLARD:  Some have been adopted. 

Mr J.A. McGINTY:  We are progressively working through those.  Overwhelmingly that report represented a 
very good working document and a blueprint for reform in this State.  For instance, we have instituted a major 
project that I hope will see its way into Parliament in the second half of this year to do with the rewriting of laws 
for the Magistrates Court.  That will involve the repeal of many Acts of Parliament and the re-enactment in a 
modern form of the jurisdiction and powers of that court, including amalgamation of jurisdictions and a number 
of other significant changes.  That relies very heavily on the hundreds of recommendations from the Law 
Reform Commission that we will be absorbing into that legislation.  That major piece of work is now starting to 
reach the end of its gestation period.  We have been working our way through the Law Reform Commission 
recommendations.  Currently only one reference - one is about to be finalised - is being implemented.  The one 
that is about to be finalised relates to contempt by publication.  It is a fairly esoteric issue.  The major one is the 
Aboriginal customary laws reference.   

In terms of the member’s specific question on ADR, significant provision will be made in the new magistrate 
Bills when they come forward; generally, we are seeking to implement alternative dispute resolution wherever 
possible throughout the justice system. 

The appropriation was recommended. 
 


